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33. Chapters On Witnesses
From The Messenger
Of Allah &

Chapter 1. What Has Been
Related About Witnesses And
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Which Of Them Are Best

2295. Zaid bin Khalid Al-Juhani
narrated that the Messenger of
Allah #& said: “Shall I not inform
you of the best of witnesses? The
one who comes with his testimony
before being asked for it.”[!]
(Sahih)
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Comments: SANARL TS OPY
The Hadith gives us the golden criterion to judge the veracity of a witness.
According to the Hadith, the best of witnesses is the one who gives testimony
without any consideration of greed or self-interest, but with the sole intention
of winning the pleasure of Allah, although the one in whose favor the

testimony would ultimately go is not even aware that the person concerned is
a witness on his behalf.

2296. (Another chain) from Malik — Eis u.’..;Jl i i @35 - vran
in which he said: “Ibn Abi . el feTas se 5o
‘Amrah.” (Sahih) U“‘ JU_, . L.ULA M.L..» e 4.1)‘ .L&
[He said:] This Hadith is Hasan. .} .5 Q,x; s [:J6] :55ee d\
Most of the people said: “ ‘Abdur- £ oae vegy te. Lz 12 G az
Rahmin bin Abi ‘Amrah.” They @ o gl L 0E U 28

11 See nos. 2302,2303 and comments related after them.
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differed over Malik’s narration in
this. Some of them reported it
from Abu ‘Amrah, and some of
them reported it from Ibn Abi
‘Amrah. And he is ‘Abdur-Rahman
bin Abi ‘Amrah Al-Ansari.

This is more correct in our view
because it has been reported — in
other than Malik’s narration — from
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abi ‘Amrah,
from Zaid bin Khalid. And a
Hadith other than this has been
reported from Abu ‘Amrah from
Zaid bin Khalid and it is a Sahih
Hadith as well. Abli ‘Amrah is the
freed slave of Zaid bin Khalid Al-
Juhani. He is the Abd ‘Amrah who
narrated the Hadith from him
about the Ghulil.

2297. Zaid bin Khalid Al-Juhani
narrated that the Messenger of
Allah & said: “The best of
witnesses is the one who gives his
testimony before being asked for
it.” (Sahih)

[He said:] This Hadith is Hasan
Gharib from this route.
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Chapter 2. What Has Been
Related About Whose
Testimony Is Not Acceptable

2298. ‘Aishah narrated that the
Messenger of Allah £ said: “The
testimony of a treacherous man is
not acceptable, nor a treacherous
woman, nor a man lashed for the
Hadd, nor a woman lashed, nor
one possesing malice of enmity, nor
a rehearsed witness, nor the Qani‘
of (one contracted by) the family
on their behalf, nor the one
associating himself to other than
his Wala’ or to other than his
relatives.”™ (Da %)

Al-Fazari said: “The Qani‘ is the
subordinant.”

This Hadith is Gharib, we do not
know of it except as a narration of
Yazid bin Ziyad Ad-Dimashqi.
Yazid was graded weak in Hadith,
and we are not aware of this to be
a Hadith of Az-Zuhri except from
his narration.

There is a narration on this topic
from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr. He said:
“We do not know the meaning of
this Hadith, and it is not correct in
our view due to its chain.”

What the people of knowledge act
upon about this, is that the
testimony of the near relative is
allowed for his near relative. But
the people of knowledge differ
over the testimony of the father for
the son, and the son for the father.
Most of the people of knowledge
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do not allow the testimony of the
son for the father, nor the father
for the son. Some of the people of
knowledge said that when he is
trustworthy then the testimony of
the father for the son is acceptable.
And similarly, the son’s testimony
for the father. They did not
disagree over the brother’s
testimony for his brother, that it is
acceptable. Similarly with every
near relative’s testimony for his
near relative.

Ash-Shafi‘i said: “A man’s
testimony against another — even if
he is trustworty — is not acceptable if
there is enmity between them.” He
followed the Mursal narration of
‘Abdur-Rahman Al-A‘raj from the
Prophet # who said: “The
testimony of the possesor of
resenment is not acceptable.”
Meaning the possesor of enmity. So
the meaning of this Hadith is as if he
#£ said: “The testimony of the
biased person is not allowed [for his
brother].” Meaning the possesor of
enmity.
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It is imperative that the witness be a person of honorable character.
Therefore, no credit must be given to the testimony of a person who (i) has
joint financial or other interests with the accused, (ii) leads a life of sinfulness
and immorality, or (iii) is suspected of false-witnessing against the accused
because of a feeling of ill will or enmity towards him.
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Chapter 3. What Has Been
Related About Bearing False
Witness

2299. Ayman bin Khuraim
narrated that the Prophet £ stood
to give a Khutbah and said: “O you
people! False witness is tantamount
to Shirk with Allah” Then the
Messenger of Allah £ recited: So
shun the Rijs of the idols, and shun
false speech..!! (Da‘f)

Abu ‘Eisa said: This Hadith is
[Gharib], we only know of it as a
narration of Sufyan bin Ziyad.
They differed in reporting this
Hadith from Sufyan bin Ziyad, and
we do not know that Ayman bin
Khuraim heard from the Prophet
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Untruth is common to both, false-witnessing and polytheism. Since, if
ascribing partners to Allah is an act of falsehood, so is false-witnessing. Thus,
in essence, both are the same, although polytheism is a falsehood of much

greater proportion.

2300. Khuraim bin Fatik Al-Asadi
narrated that the Messenger of
Allah @& performed the Subh
(Fajr) prayer. Then when he turned
he got up to stand and said: “O
you people! False witness is
tantamount to Shirk with Allah.”
Saying it three times, then he
recited this Ayah: And shun false

) AL Hajj (22:30)
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speech.!! Until the end of the
Ayah. (Da‘®f)

Abu ‘Eisa said: This is more
correct in my view, Khuraim bin
Fatik was a Companion, he
reported Ahadith from the Prophet
#%, and he is well-known.
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2301. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abi
Bakrah narrated from his father
that the Messenger of Allah %
said: “Shall I not inform you of the
greatest of the major sins?” They
said: “Of course O Messenger of
Allah!” He said: “Shirk with Allah,
disobeying parents, and false
testimony.” Or: “False speech” He
said: “So the Messenger of Allah
# would not stop saying it until we
said (to ourselves): ‘I wish he
would be quiet.” (Sahih)

[Abu ‘Eisa said:] This Hadith is
[Hasan] Sahih, and there is a
narration on this topic from
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr.
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There is no denying that the Creator of man is Allah. However, the apparent

U 47-Hajj (22:30)



Chapters On Witnesses
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sources of his creation are his parents. Hence it is that disobedience to them
is a prelude to disobedience to Allah. And just as polytheism is the denial of
Allah’s right over His creatures, disobedience to parents is the denial of their
rights over their children. Islam demands fulfilling the rights of parents as well

as Allah.

Chapter 4. Among That, Lying
Will Spread Until A Man Will
Testify While His Testimony
Was Not Requested And A Man
Will Take An Oath While His
Oath Was Not Sought

2302. ‘Imran bin Husain narrated
that the Messenger of Allah &
said: “The best of people are my
generation, then those who follow
them, then those who follow them,
then those who follow them.” (He
#£ said that) three times. “Then,
after them a people will come who
increase in fatness, loving fatness,
giving testimony before they are
asked for it.”l!] (Sahih)

[Aba ‘Eisa said:] This Hadith is
Gharib as a narration of Al-A‘mash
from ‘Ali bin Mudrik. The
companions of Al-A‘mash only
reported it from Al-A‘mash, from
Hilal bin Yasaf, from ‘Imran bin
Husain.

(Another chain) with similar
narration. And this is more correct
than the narration of Muhammad
bin Fudail (a narrator in no. 2302).

[He said:] The meaning of this
Hadith: “Giving testimony before
they are asked for it.” — according
to some of the people of
knowledge - is only false witness, it
is said that one of them will give

(1 This appeared earlier, nos. 2221, 2222.
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Comments:

The Hadith confirms that the best of times is the time of the Prophet’s
Companions, then of their Successors, then of the Followers of the
Successors, and then of the Post-Followers, although falsehood shall start
striking its roots in this period. On the whole, however, it will be better than

the times that will follow it.

2303. Clarification of this is in the
Hadith of ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab,
from the Prophet # who said:
“The best of people are my
generation, then those who follow
them, then those who follow them.
Then lying will spread, until a man
testifies while his testimony was not
requested, and a man will take an
oath while an oath was not
sought.” (Sahih)

And the meaning of the Hadith of
the Prophet #&: “The best witness
is the one who comes with his
testimony before being asked for
it” — according to us — it is when
a man’s testimony is sought for
something, and he gives his
testimony without refraining from
testifying. This is the meaning of
the Hadith according to some of
the people of knowledge.
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Comments:
False-witnessing and foreswearing is a crime and a sin. So, the people who are

truthful and are asked to offer their testimony should not hesitate to offer
their testimony.
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